
Where is there peace on earth? Certainly not in the Middle East, Jesus’ birthplace, nor in many parts of the world. Yet in our own streets we lock our doors against crime. And even inside our homes, behind our locked doors, we find domestic violence, the shameful desecration of children, and the dis-solution of so many marriages. Reconciliation on earth is pretty hard to come by. 


And yet Christ is still building his church. “Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in” to hearts and homes. God’s people, all around the world, are quietly serving as salt and light: salt to stem the tide of decay, light to illumine spiritual darkness and error. Those who are born again have come to find peace with God, and our Christ declares, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9) God is the supreme Peacemaker, making peace with sinners through the blood of his Son. And God calls his people to be peacemakers, by introducing others to his Son, through whom alone they can have peace with God. God also calls us to bring his peace to the torn and tumultuous circumstances of life. 


This good news first calls us to grateful worship. Don’t miss the point that these angels were both worshipping God and calling us to worship. John Calvin writes: “The angels begin with thanksgiving, or with the praises of God; for Scripture, too, everywhere reminds us, that we were redeemed from death for this purpose, that we might testify with the tongue, as well as by the actions of the life, our gratitude to God.…Whenever our salvation is mentioned, we should understand that a signal has been given, (as if the trumpet were sounding to awake us) to excite us to thanksgiving and to the praises of God.” Every mention, every thought of our salvation in Christ should move us to gratitude and the profound worship of our God. “Glory to God in the highest….” 


This good news also calls us to reconciliation. My Friend, you need to be reconciled to God. Have you never turned from your sin and turned in faith to Jesus Christ? Throw yourself on his mercy, and you will find just how merciful he is. Run away from your stubborn sin and selfish pride, and run to Christ, and he will save you.


Or perhaps you have trusted Christ before, but you harbor unconfessed sin. It may be a complete secret to others. You may be the only person on earth who knows about it. But it has broken your relationship with God. You must be reconciled to God. Give up your sin. Turn away from it and be forgiven and restored. “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse our hearts from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)


Or perhaps there is another person to whom you must be reconciled, a family member or friend. Perhaps he offended you, or you offended him. Maybe you can’t even remember the details any longer. Telephone companies tell us that Christmas is one of the busiest days for telephone usage. But I’m sure there will be a line open for you. Or perhaps you could meet in person, even better!  


What a perfect time to be a peacemaker, to be reconciled to God and others! That’s why Jesus came. The Good News is news about the glory of God’s grace in reconciliation.  The angels said, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
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GLAD TIDINGS:

THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS

At our home we receive about thirty “junk emails” a day, over 10,000 a year. Many of these advertisements are outlandish, making ridiculous, impossible claims. It’s enough to make you suspicious about any special offers.  


So when we hear the promise of good news in the Bible, we might naturally become a bit skeptical. Angels appeared to hapless shepherds announcing a story so astounding that they were both delighted and amazed: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  (Luke 2:14) This brief doxology has been called the climax to the story of the whole Bible. So what’s so good about the good news of Christmas? 

IT’S NEWS ABOUT THE GLORY OF GOD  


The angels said, “Glory to God….” The Gospel, the glad tidings, the good news reported by these angels is “news”: factual information about noteworthy events. What’s more, this news is about the glory of God (not us), and so is grander than any other report we might hear. God made all things to reveal his glory (or greatness). Now there are many aspects to God’s glory. God is glorious in all his ways. Each of his actions reveals some aspect of his incomparable greatness.  


For example, God’s creation, his making all things out of nothing, shows his great power. If God has made every star and solar system, every galaxy and all galaxies, every atom and every hair on your head, what could possibly rival his power and authority? And the stunning variety and complexity of his creation demonstrates the glory of his incomparable wisdom. Our most brilliant scientists will admit that they haven’t really scratched the surface on understanding all this, and yet God has made it all. Even the ferocity of his judgments, like the flood that drowned the whole human race except for one man and his family: God’s terrible judgments show the glory of his justice and wrath.

IT’S NEWS ABOUT THE GLORY OF GOD’S 
GRACE   


God’s creation and mighty works reveal his glory. But the angels tell us that this act which we celebrate at Christmas reveals his “highest” glory. And that’s why this message is so important. God is ALL glorious. But if we would assign a ranking to his glories, this text shows us the very pinnacle: the glory of his grace. “Glory to God in the highest….” It is the grace of God in Christ that is the apex of his glory.


The end of this verse has been variously translated, and the differences greatly affect the understanding. The King James Version is perhaps the most familiar, “and on earth, peace, good will to men,” as though God offered both peace and good will to men. Though this would not be incorrect, it’s not really what the text says. Worse is the translation “peace to men of good will,” as though God offered peace only to those who earned it through their own goodness. 


But the “good will” refers to God’s good will toward undeserving sinners. It is not something offered in addition to peace, but it is the basis of God’s work of bringing peace in Christ. As the English Standard Version translates it: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” God’s good pleasure, his favor is the source of this peace. 


We call this undeserved good will or favor toward sinners “grace.” Grace reminds us of what we deserve for our sins, and what we receive from God’s goodness and mercy. We have become worthy of everlasting punishment because of our sin and rebellion against God.


We have broken God’s holy laws. 
1. We have had many gods before the one true 
God.

2. We have worshipped God any old way we 
pleased rather than the way he 
requires.

3. We have worshipped insincerely and so have 
taken his name in vain.

4. We have profaned the Lord’s Day, counting 
it as a play day instead of the day unto 
the Lord.

5. We have disobeyed and defied God-
ordained authority.

6. We have cheapened life by hating others and 
harboring unforgiveness in our hearts.

7. We have been unfaithful in the many lusts 
of our eyes and our sinful affections.

8. We have stolen from others through our 
greed or laziness.

9. We have been untruthful, deceiving others 
and deceiving ourselves.

10. And we live in almost continual 
covetousness, becoming jealous of 
others and ungrateful to God.  


God should throw the book at us! His holy Law condemns us at every turn. His perfect justice demands punishment for our shocking insolence in the face of the Majesty on high. We deserve the undying horror of the lake of fire. Many, numberless souls have already passed into this well-deserved judgment of God, and still have an eternity to endure this unspeakable torment. 


But God, beyond all hope, has chosen to be pleased with some, to show them his undeserved favor, not because they are so good (because they’re not!), but because he is so gracious. God revealed the glory of his grace, his highest glory, in Christ. John Calvin notes, “God has been pleased to bestow his favor on men, with whom he formerly was at deadly variance.” 


This is news, good news, the best news anyone could hope to hear! God’s wrath against our sin is terrible. But God has chosen to be gracious, to show kindness to sinners. 

IT IS GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S GRACE IN RECONCILIATION


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”



The glory of God which is his highest glory is the glory of his grace in reconciliation. Charles Wesley described it well:


Peace on earth and mercy mild,


God and sinners reconciled.

God saves sinners from his own, terrible judgment and wrath which we so richly deserve. The angels explained it to the shepherds. “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) He’s the Savior. He has come to bring restoration and reconciliation with God, and this leading to peace on earth.
